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MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, 
United States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the 
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Alvin Ashcraft 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Charlie & Mary Duncan 
 Walker Elster 
 Louise Hunter 
 Preston & Allene 

Mangum 
 Sue Moyer 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 William Ross 
 Amanda Williams 
 Cora Willis 
 

PASTOR AL  SOUTHERLAND 

Why do people attend church? Obviously, everyone can be doing something differ-

ent that peaks their interests.  This simple question has a variety of answers. Some come 

for the fellowship, others out of a sense of duty, some for their small group setting, some 

for the music and others for the pastor’s message. Yet there is an element that weaves all 

of these together. We come because we choose to come. We choose to worship the Living 

Christ with others.  

Whether there are five or five-hundred people in attendance, worship is a matter of 

the heart. We come with a focus on Jesus, including His grace, mercy, love and blessings 

that are regularly bestowed in our lives. We come with open hearts for His Spirit to speak 

to us through the music, prayers, witness and teaching. Through our worship, we have a 

conversation with God by-way of various means.  

In worship, we give ourselves to God, as much or as little as that might be. Our gifts 

to Him are often in the form of broken lives, weighted spirits and empty dreams. Doesn’t 

sound like much of a gift for a King, does it? In reality, we give Him the worst so that He can 

reshape it into the best. And He does. He heals the wounds of the heart, strengthens the 

weak in spirit and enlightens the seekers of truth. He is the giver of hope, the only One with 

whom we yearn to meet. “As the deer pants for water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O 

God” (Psalm 42:1). 

Through worship, we have the opportunity to express our love, adoration and praise 

for the One who loved us enough to die in our place. This affects our intellect, will and 

emotions. We are humbled in worship as we are led by His Spirit into personal devotion to 

our Savior. It allows us to be enveloped by His extravagant love and to show our apprecia-

tion via our obedience. Through one hour of corporate worship, our hearts are lifted 

through music, praise, prayer and meditation. 

Worship frees us from the daily dance in which we perform for a finicky society, al-

lowing us to be ourselves as we communicate with the eternal God. Through worship we 

are reminded of how much God cares about our struggles, questions, imperfections and 

insecurities; thereby, liberating us to be open and honest with Him. In worship, our deepest 

desire is to be held in the Father’s arms of love. Worship is an awesome experience.  

Worship is God’s gift to us, through which He encourages and strengthens us for the 

next step of life’s journey.  Through the act of worship, we also embolden each other to 

live completely for Christ. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mer-

cy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is true wor-

ship” (Romans 12:1). 
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OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain 
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

UP AND COMING 

The Caring and Sharing group 

will meet on Thursday,  

April 14th at 7pm at the 

home of Melita Conrey. 

The Quarterly Church  

Conference will begin at 5pm 

on Sunday, April 17th in the 

Worship Center. 

Young In Heart will meet on 

Thursday, April 21st at 11am 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Leadership Meeting will 

be on Sunday, April 3rd at 

4pm in C-18. 

W.O.M.: Mission Seekers 

will meet on Thursday, April 

7th beginning at 10:30am in 

C-18. 

All Ushers, Greeters and  

Safety Team members are 

invited to a meeting on 

Sunday, April 10th in the 

Fellowship Hall beginning at 

4pm. 

Join us as we go to Heritage 

on Sunday, April 24th at 

4pm. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will begin at 10am on  

Tuesday, April 26th in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Over 65 children will be smiling a little brighter at our local children's hospitals as they wear 

new pajamas given by you!! This special treat lets them know we are praying for their healing 

and that others care. On the international front, 193 Honduran villagers will see that we are the 

"feet of God" as we contributed desperately needed shoes to some who have never had their 

own pair. Your hearts were open in these gifts and the love of Christ shown will outlast what 

was given. APRIL Showers is this month's emphasis and we are 

asking for: combs, brushes, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

washcloths, and deodorant. Bring any items and involve your 

Sunday School class, small group, and family to make this a 

meaningful mission. Deposit items in the bin outside the choir 

room! Thank you for your generosity as you continue to bless 

those in need. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

SPRING CLEANING! We all think about it and some  

actually do it! We are going to do some Spring cleaning 

of our own as we Clean Out Our Prayer Closet. This 5 

week study begins Tuesday, April 12 at 9:30. We will 

begin with the movie, WAR ROOM, and then spend 4 

weeks in discovering what is in our closet, how to make 

it function, and keeping it clean! All ladies are invited and 

no materials are required for this study. Contact  

Caroline Singletary with any questions! 
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WORSHIP BRYAN PAINE 

John 4:37-38 - The Long Haul 

"For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that 

for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their la-

bor.” (John 4:37-38 ESV) 

It’s very easy to get caught up in the “go big, go fast, or go home” mentality. This can 

also creep into the church and our Christian walk. Almost every story you hear of 

church planting success is of how a gifted leader started with almost nothing and then 

the congregation just blew up overnight. Seldom do we hear a leader share about long 

years of faithful labor with little initial fruit, but how God was still at work; regardless of 

the numbers. 

In John 4, Jesus wants the disciples to know that the spiritual harvest they were  

experiencing was the result of a long-term process and the labor of others. Others had 

gone before them, tilling the ground, planting the seed and watering the soil; and now 

they were witnessing the harvest. We can get as caught up in the “reaping” as the  

disciples probably were. This can happen in our ministry circles, or even with friends 

that we hope will come to see the saving grace of Jesus. We often focus on the harvest 

as opposed to the tilling, sowing, watering, and cultivating that must occur before we 

reap. In other words, we want to see the end result and not just experience the work 

that comes before. This can also cause us to be discouraged when we don’t see quick 

results in our ministry. However, we can be encouraged by Jesus’ words and realize 

that the work we are doing now will bring a harvest, even if we aren’t there to be a 

part of it. 

Be faithful with the small but significant doors God has opened in people’s lives 

around you, and have a long-haul view when investing in those lives. Recognize and 

celebrate God’s work in the lives of others, even when it isn’t harvest time. 

Bryan 

"Love God Completely, Love People Deeply" 

YOUNG IN HEART 

There were 41 members and 18 guests present for our March 17th meeting. The  

Entertainers sang a wonderful medley of songs and it was enjoyed by all. The next 

meeting will be April 21st. There will be a speaker there concerning identity theft.  This 

is a catered meal. If there are any questions, please call Mary LaRue. 

 
Year-To-Date 

Budget: 
$169,000 

 

Year-To-Date 
Offerings: 
$161,404 

 

Annie  
Armstrong 

Easter  
Offering: 
$6,491 
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National Day of Prayer is May 5, 2016 and the theme is “WAKE UP AMERICA”  

1. Pray for the CHURCH that a spirit of repentance and humility will be poured out upon His 

people.  

Pray we will experience the presence of Christ in a fresh and new way, remembering to 

thank God for His abundant blessings on SPBC. 

2. Pray for VOTERS to vote and vote for candidates in a way that is best for our nation. Pray 

for wisdom that discernment between truth and falsehood will be clear. 

3. Pray for the CANDIDATES to focus on issues and not on personal attacks. Pray they will 

stand for religious liberty even when it may not be well received.  

4. Pray for the MEDIA that bias will disappear and fair coverage regarding Christian values 

will be a part of the message.  

5. Pray for FOREIGN POLICIES that the results of the elections will enable the gospel  

message to spread around the globe.  Pray that Christians will be protected from 

persecution. Pray for a firm commitment for Israel’s right to exist as a nation.  

We are instructed to faithfully pray for our leaders, but we must realize that the spiritual 

and moral issues will not be resolved in the White House, State House or Court House but 

through spiritual revival. 

Barna Group statistics indicate a large percentage of Christians think Joan of Arc was  

Noah’s wife, Moses was a disciple of Christ, Sodom and Gomorrah were husband and wife 

etc. Our progressive celebrity culture has drastically changed our society, but our country is 

worth preserving. Man is not his own god. Christians need to pray and be engaged in the 

political process.  A large percentage of Christians did not vote in the last national election. 

Prayer and voting does make a difference.  

“In nothing be anxious; but by everything in prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be known to God.”  Philippians 4:6. “If my people, who are called by my 

name, shall humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land”  

2 Chronicles 7:14.  

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 



CHILDREN  JANET PORTER 

Our Easter Family Picnic was a wonderful celebration. We had over 75 kids anxiously 

waiting to hunt for the more than 1,000 Easter eggs stuffed with candy! Thank you to 

all who donated candy and your time to love on our guests at the picnic. We fed over 

150 people a lunch of sandwiches, Chick-Fil-A nuggets and side dishes brought by our 

volunteers. The petting zoo was a popular attraction and even caused people driving by 

to stop to pet the camel, llamas and goats. Despite the clouds and misty weather,  

people came and were pleased with our generous hospitality! 

AWANA only has 7 weeks left! The clubbers have been working hard to memorize 

their verses before the year ends. We will end our year with a celebration of achieve-

ments on Wednesday, May 18th. Mark your calendars and plan to join us for this cele-

bration of what God has done in the lives of these children.  

Our next planning meeting for VBS will be Sunday, April 10th, at 5:30 pm. Have you  

decided how you will help this year? Sign-up sheets can be found at the children’s 

check in desk or you can visit with me about where you would like to serve. Vacation 

Bible School is a huge opportunity for us to share Jesus with kids from the community. 

We get to serve with each other as God uses us to build His kingdom. 

With all of the work of getting plans completed for the upcoming activities, it’s hard 

sometimes to stay focused on what’s eternally important. It takes plans to create the 

opportunities to build relationships that will allow us to share Jesus with the children. I 

also don’t want us to miss the daily interactions that happen by “accident”. Please  

continue to pray for me and the volunteers that we would continue to serve from an 

overflow of love for Jesus!  

Page 6 IN·SP·IRATION 

 

 

God meant 

for us to not 

just survive 

in the day to 

day tasks, 

but to thrive 

as we grow 

closer to 

Him and 

lead others 

to do the 

same. 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

EASTER STORY AT FAMILY PICNIC 



MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 
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We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 

 

SECOND SUMMER CAMP PAYMENT DUE APRIL 17th 

The second $100 payment for summer camp for middle and high school students is due 

Sunday, April 17th. At this time, registration is closed but we might be able to add slots. 

Contact Gary if interested. 
 
 

GOD’S NOT DEAD — SUNDAY April 3rd 
In preparation of the release of God’s Not Dead 2, our middle and high school students will 

be watching the first God’s Not Dead movie at 5:00 in the student center Sunday 

afternoon, April 3rd. 
 

GOD’S NOT DEAD 2 — SUNDAY APRIL 10th 
On Sunday, April 10th, our students will go as a group to see God’s Not Dead 2. Time to be 

determined. 
 

SPRING BREAK MOVIE DAY 

On Spring Break Tuesday at 11:00, we will have Movie Day in the student center for those 

middle and high school students who are fortunate enough to be on break. Students should 

bring $3 to chip in for lunch. 
 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT – SATURDAY, APRIL 16th 

Our next Parents Night Out will be on Saturday, April 16th from 6:00-9:30. This program is 

open to newborn children-6th grade. There is a cost of $10 per child with a max of $25 per 

family. During this event, a meal will be provided. We also provide play activities, a movie 

and snacks. Children are supervised by a team of adults at all times. Contact Gary McEntire 

with any questions.  



Return Service Requested 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 
770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
4/3  Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
4/7  W.O.M: Mission Seekers, 10:30am (C18) 
4/10  Ushers, Greeters and Safety Team Members Meeting, 
  4pm (FH) 
4/10  VBS Planning Meeting, 5:30pm (CC) 
4/14  Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Melita Conrey’s home) 
4/16  Parents Night Out, 6pm 
4/17  Church Conference, 5pm (WC) 
4/21  Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
4/24  Heritage, 4pm 
4/26  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
  KIDSWorship in Student Center 
  11:00 AM  Bible Study  
    3:00 PM  ASL (C14) 
    5:00 PM  Evening Activities  
    7:00 PM  Band Rehearsal (WC) 
 
Tuesday 
 9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study (C18)     
      
Wednesday 
     5:15 PM Fellowship Dinner 
     6:30 PM AWANA 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study (FH) 
     7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (WC) 
 
  Friday 
 9:00 AM Joyful Noise   
  



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—April 2016 
April 3rd April 10th April 17th April 24th 

Deacon of the Week 

Willie Terrell David Braswell Dick Porter Tom Freeman 

Counting Team 

Karen Jackson Linda Miller Terri Butler Melissa Lacy 

Jo Ann Tucker Paul Smith Nan Maddox Linda Hodges 

Linda Tharp Judi Murphine Cindy Moore David Braswell 

Lock-Up 

David Peterson David Peterson Roland Smith Roland Smith 

Roland Smith Roland Smith Larry Logan Larry Logan 

Security at 9:30am 

Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs/Ron Stone Wally Harris Lewis Casey 

Robert Moody Fran Florian Earl Gossage Sam Hill 

Security at 11:00am 

Larry Logan Wayne Cole Roy Earnest Roland Smith 

Chase Conrey Daniel Reavis Roland Smith Mike Dean 

Soundboard 

Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood Danny Wood 

Projection 

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson 



SPBC Volunteer Schedule—April 2016 
April 3rd April 10th April 17th April 24th 

Extended Session Coordinator 

Jenni Logan Janet Porter Bernie Caulk Christine Peterson 

Babies and Twos—1st Service 

Janet Earnest Emily Wood DeAnn McEntire Janet Earnest 

Melita Conrey Jodi Eubanks Josh McEntire Susan Warren 

Babies and Twos-2nd Service 

 Ruth Taylor DeAnn McEntire Terri Butler 

 Craig Taylor Josh McEntire Lindsey Butler 

 Leigh Ann Anderson  Cynthia Wood 

   Elliot Wood 

Threes, Fours, and Fives 

 Robert Moody Robert Moody Robert Moody 

 Betsy Moody Betsy Moody Betsy Moody 

Additional Workers (you can call for a sub) 

Angie Spiva Carmon Parks Cindy Moore  

Traditional Service Ushers 

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 1 

David Braswell Chad Conrey Don Singletary David Braswell 

Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett 

Bob Hayes Joe Ballew Garvin Bell Bob Hayes 

Frank Hartley Earl Gossage Lewis Casey Frank Hartley 

Jim Kennedy Robert Moody Wayne Cole Jim Kennedy 

John LaRue Ron Stone John Downer, Fran Florian John LaRue 

Steve Stephens Don Walker Wally Harris, Sam Hill Steve Stephens 
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